
               Unitarian Universalist Church of Greeley
          January Unifax 2015

                                Helping you grow spiritually, live meaningfully, and have the
courage to help heal the world.

Join Us for Sunday Services at 10:00am

Childcare for Babies and toddlers will be provided
every Sunday during services.

Find out more at www.greeleyuuc.org

or find us on facebook!

Worship Liberally
Our theological theme for January is Hope.

January 4 - Hope Not Hell - Rev. Kelly Dignan
John Murray, one of the founders of American 
Universalism said, “You may possess only a small 
light, but uncover it, let it shine, use it in order to bring
more light and understanding to the hearts and minds
of men and women. Give them not Hell, but hope and
courage. Do not push them deeper into their 
theological despair, but preach the kindness and 
everlasting love of God.” This theology of hope is a 
part of the Unitarian Universalist living tradition to this
day. Rev. Kelly will share John Murray’s story and 
help us apply a theology of hope to our own lives.

January 11 -  Hope Matters - Rev. Barbara Prose
Will the world be a better place in 100 years? Rev. 
Prose will join us by video from All Souls Unitarian in 
Tulsa to explore this question. She will tell her own 
personal story of playing hide and seek with hope 
and encourage us to find authentic sources of hope.

January 18 - Active Hope - Rev. Kelly Dignan
On this Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, Rev. Kelly 
will explore the role of hope in creating the Beloved 
Community. She will share Joanna Macy’s work on 
Active Hope along with a process for creating a more 
sustainable and compassionate world. The choir will 
sing. 

January 25 - Our Optimistic Faith - Ruth Rinehart
The Rev. James Freeman Clarke, in 1886, 
proclaimed Unitarianism an optimistic theology, which
included “the progress of [hu]mankind, onward and 
upward forever.”  Do we believe this?  In the midst of 
climate chaos and the unspeakable brutality humans 
are capable of inflicting upon one another, what are 
our sources of hope? Ruth is a student for the 
Unitarian Universalist ministry at Iliff School of 
Theology.

Greeters Needed
We are looking for more greeters to welcome 
members on Sunday mornings. You will direct 
newcomers to the Newcomer Cafe table which will be
staffed by others. Really, all you have to do is offer 
regular attendees their name tag and an order of 
service. Please email Danelle Beauvais 
daughterofavalon@msn.com 

http://www.greeleyuuc.org/


Grow in Spirit
Children’s Religious Education
Why is religious education important for kids?  Good 
question!  It is important because it helps them: 

• understand their own gifts, power, beliefs and 
areas for growth  

• develop their capacity for love and not hate, 
unleashing the power to end violence and 
bring peace

• understand the interconnected web of which 
we are a part and foster respect for our 
environment

• form a common knowledge of world religions

• develop spiritual practices 

• form a caring community of peers and adults 
who can support them

• understand how Unitarian Universalism can 
help them live a meaningful life.

We hope your kids will come regularly to reap these 
benefits! We also know that churches grow when 
there are strong programs for kids.  When families 
visit, it is important that our regular members are 
there to greet and welcome them so their kids don’t 
feel alone. Help us do that, will you?
 
The Winter 2015 Children’s Chapel program (first, 
third and fifth Sundays) will continue to focus on our 
monthly themes and spiritual practices from around 
the world. Since adults explore the themes during 
worship, your whole family can talk about our faith 
and the theme in particular when you get home.  

The Winter 2015 curriculum (second and fourth 
Sundays) will focus on our Unitarian Universalist 
roots in the Judeo Christian tradition.  Specifically, we
will familiarize kids with key stories from the Hebrew 
Bible which pervade our Western culture. Several 
parents have commented that when their kids are on 
the playground they get teased when they don’t know
Bible characters and stories. One parent told the 
story of when her daughter opened a drawer at a 
motel, pulled out the book, and said, “Who is Holly 
Bibble?”  :-)  Kids will learn about stories from the 
“Holy Bible”: Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah, 

Abraham and Isaac, Jacob and Esau, Moses and the
escape from Egypt, and the Ten Commandments. All 
lessons are grounded in our Unitarian Universalist 
interpretation, helping them find meaning in the 
myths of old but not viewing them as the ultimate 
truth. Here is the weekly plan:

Religious Education at Greeley UU
Second Semester 2014-2015
Sundays at 10:00
Jan. 4 - Children’s Chapel: Hope
Jan. 11 - Lesson #1 Adam and Eve
Jan. 18 -Children’s Chapel: Hope
Jan. 25 - Lesson #2 Cain and Abel
Feb. 1 - Children’s Chapel: Love
Feb. 8 - Lesson # 3 Noah and the Flood
Feb. 15 - Children’s Chapel: Love
Feb. 22 Lesson #4 Abraham and Issac
March 1 - Multigenerational Service
March 8 - Lesson #5 Jacob and Esau
March 15 - Children’s Chapel: Justice
March 22 Lesson # 6 Escape from Egypt
March 29 - Children’s Chapel: Justice
April 5 - Easter Children’s Chapel: Brokenness
April 12 - Lesson #7 Ten Commandments
April 19 - Children’s Chapel: Brokenness
April 26 - Earth Day Project: All teachers
May 3 - Children’s Chapel: Transformation
May 10 - Julia Ward Howe and Mother’s Day
May 17 - Children’s Chapel: Transformation
May 24 - Summer Begins; Let’s Play

Goals: To familiarize our kids with key stories from 
the 
Hebrew Bible which pervade our Western Culture
Follow the RAINBOW PATH:
Respect all people, Offer fair and kind treatment to 
all, Yearn to learn throughout your life, Grow in spirit 
and in mind, Believe in your ideals, and act upon 
them, Insist on a fair and peaceful world, Value our 
connections to all of life.

RE Ministry Committee: Kathy Vaughn, Tabitha 
Covey**, Shelley Gotchey (January Lessons), 
Michelle 
Noftsker (February Lessons), Josette Schaffer 
(March Lessons), and Marcia Free (April and May 
Lessons)  **RE Director



Adult Religious Exploration
Religious Education is also important for adults, and 
for the same reasons as we listed for kids. Consider 
joining a committee (we call them Ministry Groups) to
serve the church because that is where we do small 
group ministry based on the monthly themes.

Here are other opportunities to grow in spirit:
The next Newcomer Circle will be February 10 and 
17th.  7:00 - 8:30 pm at the church.  

Marcia Free will lead Caring Circle: Living Fully, 
Dying Well on Sundays after church (11:30 - 1:00) 
February 15, February 22, March 1 and March 8.
 She will use excerpts from  the book Living Fully, 
Dying Well: Reflecting on Death to Find Your Life's 
Meaning by Ed Bastian and Tina Staley. Please email
Marcia if you are interested in this meaningful Circle: 
marcia.mae.free@gmail.com

Mark you calendars for Building Your Own 
Theology.  Rev. Kelly will lead this six-session class.
 Dates: May 12, 19, 26 and June 9, 16 and 23

Creativity as a Spiritual Practice
On Saturday January 24th from 10:00am-Noon, come
join us and relax with creative practices such as 
drawing, painting, needlework, etc.  Share ideas and 
take some time to create and fill your spirit.  

Gather in a Caring Community 
Baby Shower - January 11th after church
It’s a boy!!  Fedelina Mendez (Margaret Chiniquy’s 
daughter) is having a baby boy, so let’s shower her 
with love. 
When: January 11th; 11:15 pm 
Where: At the church
What: Fedelina is registered at Target, so bring a gift.
https://www-secure.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?
registryId=9mzEbfVMfA2iHmq2E-p-
Bw&registryType=BABY
Food and drinks will be provided. 

Check out our new website! 
Special thanks to Pete Dignan for developing this 
new, updated site! Weekly announcements will be 
posted under “This Week.”  Sermon podcasts are 
under “Worship/Sermons.”  The format streamlines 
our communication and allows us to post directly 
from the website to social media like Facebook and 
Twitter.

Contact Dianne Culver with any care or concerns.

Serve in Partnership
Citizens Climate Lobby
Saturday January 17 from 10:00-1:00   Please invite 
your friends, family and neighbors.Come and learn 
how we can help alter history by passing  bipartisan, 
meaningful climate change legislation.  Food will be 
provided during this three hour event.  For more 
information go to www.citizensclimatelobby.org or talk
to Hollis. hollisbeth28@gmail.com    970-590-3289   

Social Change Circle - Second Tuesdays 11:00 - 
12:30
The Social Change Circle is our home base from 
which we engage with the world, walk beside our 
partners in the community, and return to reflect, 
recharge, and renew our commitments. Using this 
format encourages us to focus more on spiritual and 
social transformation and less on tasks, campaigns, 
and the roller coaster of political wins and losses. 
Rev. Kelly and Hollis Berendt lead the Circle. Bring a 
sack lunch.  

Lead Mindfully
The standing ministry group meetings are as follow:
Board of Trustees - First Tuesdays 7:00 - 9:00
Membership Ministry - Second Tuesdays 1:00 - 3:00
Worship Ministry - Third Tuesdays 5:30 - 6:45
Religious Education Ministry - Fourth Tuesdays 
1:00 - 2:30

http://www.citizensclimatelobby.org/
https://www-secure.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=9mzEbfVMfA2iHmq2E-p-Bw&registryType=BABY
https://www-secure.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=9mzEbfVMfA2iHmq2E-p-Bw&registryType=BABY
https://www-secure.target.com/gift-registry/giftgiver?registryId=9mzEbfVMfA2iHmq2E-p-Bw&registryType=BABY


Second Annual UU Leadership Day
Save the date - February 21, 2015;
8:30 am - 4:00 pm
First Universalist Church of Denver
Our theme this year is Connect and Communicate. 
Two featured speakers and six breakout sessions - 
geared to anyone serving our church in any way. 
Registration will be available in early January, so stay
tuned.  

Staff Update
Our Office Manager, Erika Coan, has received a 
great offer from her current employer to go full-time. 
Therefore, she will leave her position as our Office 
Manager in late  February.  She will continue  in her 
many volunteer roles within our community. Rev. 
Kelly will be working to fill the open position, and 
along with the Board she is grateful for Erika’s 
service, dedication, and tremendous skills.

Give in Gratitude
Let’s Create Some Magic!  That’s the theme for our 
pledge canvass this year.  Not sure what a pledge 
canvass is?  It’s the process we go through to raise
 money for our church.

We’ll kick it off by having a fun event after church on 
Sunday, January 18th. All children and adults are 
invited and encouraged to come.  Bring a sack lunch 
and join us for the movie Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone. The church will provide popcorn 
and drinks.

On February1st after the service there will be a 
Budget Forum where the Finance Ministry Group will 
present the Program Budget (how expenses are 
allocated across the programs we offer).  A detailed 
line-item budget will be available, but not covered in 
depth.

February 7th will be our annual canvass party. You’ll 
receive an official invitation closer to the time, but 
save the evening on your calendar. Be thinking about
a costume you can wear (optional). And if you want to
donate a pot of chili, think about how you might name
it. (Yes - the chili competition lives on this year - with 
two prizes based on taste and name!)  If you want to 
donate a pot of chili, contact Hollis Berendt 
hollisbeth28@gmail.com  or 
Danelle Beauvais daughterofavalon@msn.com

Harry Potter finds a loving community at Hogwarts - a
community that isn't his biological family, but one that
has his back in every way. Through classes and 
experiences at Hogwarts, Harry is transformed and 
able to transcend the difficulties life presents. 

Does that sound familiar?  Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Greeley does the same for us!  As an 
expression of our gratitude for this community that 
has our back and helps us transform, let’s create 
some magic!

Happy Birthday
Claire Barta 11

Robert Singer 12
Marcia Free 14
Doug Marek 15

Shell Hanselman 15
Linda Santora 20
Debbie Peyton 24

mailto:daughterofavalon@msn.com
mailto:hollisbeth28@gmail.com


Rev. Kelly’s Reflections 

Our theological theme for January is HOPE.  As I 
was studying the subject in preparation, much of the 
discussion in Unitarian Universalist circles juxtaposes
hope and optimism. For instance, here is a quote 
from one of my favorite Unitarian Universalist 
ministers, Victoria Safford: 

“Our mission is to plant ourselves at the gates
of Hope- not the prudent gates of Optimism, 
which are somewhat narrower; nor the 
stalwart, boring gates of Common Sense; nor 
the strident gates of Self-Righteousness, 
which creak on shrill and angry hinges 
(people cannot hear us there; they cannot 
pass through); nor the cheerful, flimsy garden 
gate of "Everything Is Gonna Be All Right." 

I debated in my mind (and with my husband, Pete, 
which is so fun!) about the difference between hope 
and optimism. I decided to look at the etymology of 
both words, and here is what I found: 

Hope: From the Old English hopian meaning 
"to wish, expect, look forward (to something),"
of unknown origin. Some suggest a 
connection with hop (v.) on the notion of 
"leaping in expectation." 

Optimism:  From French optimisme (1737); 
from Modern Latin optimum, used by Gottfried
Leibniz (in "Théodicée," 1710) to mean "the 
greatest good"; from Latin optimus "the best." 
General sense of "belief that good ultimately 
will prevail in the world" first attested 1841 in 
Emerson; meaning "tendency to take a 
hopeful view of things" first recorded 1819 
Shelley.

Since Ralph Waldo Emerson was a Unitarian, I found
his definition of optimism particularly interesting - 
belief that good ultimately will prevail in the world. It 
reminds me of what his peer, Theodore Parker said: 
“The arc of the moral universe is long, and it bends 
toward justice.” Their Universalist cousins were big 
on hope, too. John Murray, one of the founders of 
American Universalism said, “You may possess only 
a small light, but uncover it, let it shine, use it in order
to bring more light and understanding to the hearts 
and minds of men and women. Give them not Hell, 
but hope and courage. Do not push them deeper into
their theological despair, but preach the kindness and
everlasting love of God.”  

After contrasting the two concepts of hope and 
optimism, I decided they are not that different.
 Maybe optimism is more specific about something 
good happening in the future. But do we really hope 
for, wish for, expect, or look forward to something bad
happening? I don’t think so. So I gave up on 
comparing the two concepts and came to peace with 
the fact that both hope and optimism are a part of the
Unitarian Universalist living tradition to this day. 

I have been wondering, however, about how we live 
with hope. I wonder if it can be a naive wish that 
takes us out of the present moment into the struggle 
of false expectations and disappointment. Does it 
lead us to focus on specific outcomes instead of 
encouraging us to stay focused on possibilities? Or 
does hope require we participate in creating those 
possibilities?  If “hop” is part of its origin, then 
perhaps we should hop as we hope. Perhaps hope 
needs to be active. 

http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?term=hop&allowed_in_frame=0
http://coyoteprime-runningcauseicantfly.blogspot.com/2012/06/victoria-safford-gates-of-hope.html
http://coyoteprime-runningcauseicantfly.blogspot.com/2012/06/victoria-safford-gates-of-hope.html
http://coyoteprime-runningcauseicantfly.blogspot.com/2012/06/victoria-safford-gates-of-hope.html


Eco-philosopher Joanna Macy PhD is a scholar of 
Buddhism, general systems theory, and deep 
ecology. I like what she writes:

Active Hope is not wishful thinking.
Active Hope is not waiting to be rescued
by the Lone Ranger or by some savior.

Active Hope is waking up to the beauty of life
on whose behalf we can act.

We belong to this world.
The web of life is calling us forth at this time.

We’ve come a long way and are here to play our part.
With Active Hope we realize that there are

adventures in store,
strengths to discover, and comrades to link arms

with.
Active Hope is a readiness to engage.

Active Hope is a readiness to discover strengths
in ourselves and in others;

a readiness to discover the reasons for hope
and the occasions for love.

A readiness to discover the size and strength of our
hearts,

our quickness of mind, our steadiness of purpose,
our own authority, our love for life,

the liveliness of our curiosity,
the unsuspected deep well of patience and diligence,
the keenness of our senses, and our capacity to lead.

None of these can be discovered in an armchair or
without risk.

These are some of the concepts we’ll be exploring 
this month during worship and our Mindful Meetings. 
As with any theological topic, it’s easy to stay in our 
minds about the intellectual concepts and theories. 
While that can be fun, the real spiritual work is to 
practice living the concepts. So I invite you to 
experiment with hope this month. And as you do, 
observe what helps you. How do you experience 
hope? Is it a belief that something good will happen?
 Is it the confidence that something will make sense 
regardless of how it turns out? What are your sources
of hope? In the face of so much of the world’s 
problems, what is the evidence for hope? What do 
you have hope in? What role does patience play in 
hope? Try writing a reflection on the ways you have 
been a bearer of hope to your family, friends, or 
community.

Here are some resources for you and your family 
(thanks to folks at Foothills Unitarian for sharing 
these).

Helpful Books and Articles for Adults

• Hope in the Dark, by Rebecca Solnit

• Active Hope, by Joanna Macy

• The Impossible Will Take a Little While, edited
by Paul Loeb

• Turning to One Another, by Margaret 
Wheatley

• Mujerista Theology, by Ada Maria Isasi Diaz

• “From Hope to Hopelessness,” by Margaret 
Wheatley 
http://www.margaretwheatley.com/articles/from
hopetohopelessness.html

Helpful Books & Articles for Children’s Engagement

• On That Day – A Book of Hope for Children by
Andrea Patel     http://www.amazon.com/On-
That-Day-Children-Reading/dp/1582461007

• Hope Is a Ferris Wheel by Robin Herera
 appropriate for older children grades 4-7
     http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/hope-is-a-
ferris-wheel-robin-herrera/1116852561?
ean=9781419710391

• Article – PARENT Magazine Article – Raising 
a Hopeful Child  – By Gershom Gorenberg
 http://www.parents.com/parenting/better-
parenting/style/raising-a-hopeful-child/?page=1

Movies and Pop Culture Exploring Themes of Hope –
Just a few!

• Love Actually - fabulous holiday movie, check 
it out if you haven’t seen it before, or watch it 
again, you know you love it

• The Shawshank Redemption – another classic,
consider how it plays with themes of hope and
hopelessness

As always, I look forward to exploring this theme with 
you!
Rev. Kelly
 

http://www.shawshankredemption.org/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0314331/
http://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/style/raising-a-hopeful-child/?page=1
http://www.parents.com/parenting/better-parenting/style/raising-a-hopeful-child/?page=1
http://foothillsuu.org/2014/12/decembers-theme-based-resources-hope/%20http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/hope-is-a-ferris-wheel-robin-herrera/1116852561?ean=9781419710391
http://foothillsuu.org/2014/12/decembers-theme-based-resources-hope/%20http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/hope-is-a-ferris-wheel-robin-herrera/1116852561?ean=9781419710391
http://foothillsuu.org/2014/12/decembers-theme-based-resources-hope/%20http://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/hope-is-a-ferris-wheel-robin-herrera/1116852561?ean=9781419710391
http://foothillsuu.org/2014/12/decembers-theme-based-resources-hope/%20http://www.amazon.com/On-That-Day-Children-Reading/dp/1582461007
http://foothillsuu.org/2014/12/decembers-theme-based-resources-hope/%20http://www.amazon.com/On-That-Day-Children-Reading/dp/1582461007
http://www.margaretwheatley.com/articles/fromhopetohopelessness.html
http://www.margaretwheatley.com/articles/fromhopetohopelessness.html
http://www.amazon.com/Mujerista-Theology-Twenty-First-Century-ebook/dp/B00CMC6AEO/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673752&sr=8-1&keywords=Mujerista+Theology%2C+by+Ada+Maria+Isasi+Diaz
http://www.amazon.com/Turning-One-Another-Conversations-Margaret/dp/B006F48X7C/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673730&sr=8-2&keywords=turning+to+one+another+by+margaret+wheatley
http://www.amazon.com/Turning-One-Another-Conversations-Margaret/dp/B006F48X7C/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673730&sr=8-2&keywords=turning+to+one+another+by+margaret+wheatley
http://www.amazon.com/Turning-One-Another-Conversations-Margaret/dp/B006F48X7C/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673730&sr=8-2&keywords=turning+to+one+another+by+margaret+wheatley
http://www.amazon.com/Impossible-Will-Take-Little-While/dp/0465031730/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673700&sr=8-1-fkmr0&keywords=The+Impossible+Will+take+a+Little+While%2C+edited+by+Paul+Loeb
http://www.amazon.com/Impossible-Will-Take-Little-While/dp/0465031730/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673700&sr=8-1-fkmr0&keywords=The+Impossible+Will+take+a+Little+While%2C+edited+by+Paul+Loeb
http://www.amazon.com/Impossible-Will-Take-Little-While/dp/0465031730/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673700&sr=8-1-fkmr0&keywords=The+Impossible+Will+take+a+Little+While%2C+edited+by+Paul+Loeb
http://www.amazon.com/Active-Hope-without-Johnstone-published/dp/B00E31ZONA/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673665&sr=8-4&keywords=active+hope+joanna+macy
http://www.amazon.com/Active-Hope-without-Johnstone-published/dp/B00E31ZONA/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673665&sr=8-4&keywords=active+hope+joanna+macy
http://www.amazon.com/Hope-Dark-Untold-Histories-Possibilities/dp/1560258284/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673450&sr=8-1&keywords=Hope+in+the+Dark+rebecca+solnit
http://www.amazon.com/Hope-Dark-Untold-Histories-Possibilities/dp/1560258284/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1417673450&sr=8-1&keywords=Hope+in+the+Dark+rebecca+solnit



