
 

 

Join us for Sunday Services at 10:00am 
Childcare for babies and toddlers will be provided 

every Sunday during services.  
Find out more at  

www.greeleyuuc.org 
or 

find us on Facebook 

 

 

 

This Months’ Theme is “Embodiment” 

 

 
 

 

May 7th- “Practice Makes Perfect” 

Rev. Barry Bloom 

There are so many ways to bring spirit alive in 

ourselves and our environment.  To make it real and 

present.  We call them spiritual practices.  Each one 

comes wrapped in history and faith. Each can be 

practice vehicles for our own spiritual evolution 

individually and collectively. Together, let us explore. 

 

 

 

 

 

May14th- “Concerning Women and Mothers” 

Sylvia Falconer 

We are so fortunate to have Sylvia Falconer, our 

Minister Emeritus speak to us today, on Mother's Day.  

Please come and say hello as it has been such a long 

time since we have had the pleasure of hearing her 

preach. 

  

 

 

 

May 21th- “We are Unitarian Universalism” 

Rev. Barry Bloom 

Each of us lives a daily life that is the embodiment of 

life itself.  Our flesh and blood selves are walking, 

running, sleeping, talking examples of evolution. And, 

we are UU’s.  We have created a solid, real place to 

be together…..a church building.  In it we practice 

being the best that we can be in our flesh and blood 

lives.  Together.  In beloved community, a flesh and 

blood gathering meant for the practice of love.  What 

does that actually mean??? Annual Congregational 

Meeting following the service. 

 

 

May28th- TBD 

Julie Miller 
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Life flows on eh?  Spring, then soon the hot dry days 

of Colorado’s brown summer.  Being present with it all 

is an opportunity to keep learning how to be conscious 

in a changing world.  How to breathe in life.  Every day 

I start with a prayer to be present, really awake and 

present in this beautiful world.  It helps. I have been 

gimping around on a right knee that has no cartilage 

left.  None.  After experimenting with all the lesser 

healing strategies, I have given in to the dreaded 

process of knee replacement surgery.  I say dreaded 

because I do not handle the meds well with which they 

will treat my pain afterward.  So, I am searching for 

alternatives to opioids and other strong stuff.  If you 

have any ideas, let me know.  I was originally 

scheduled for a late May operation, but as I learned 

more about my projected painful state during the first 

3-4 weeks after the surgery, and knowing all that is 

going on here in May/June, I opted to re-schedule for 

June 27.  So starting then I will not be here in person 

during much of the summer (July and August) but will 

be available both during recovery, and after, once a 

week or so, to address church business electronically.  

 

I am delighted that we have a number of new folks, 

and some who have been around awhile, to 

participate in the Joining Ceremony on May 7 during 

the service.  Anyone who has “signed the book,” but 

has not been through the ceremony, is invited to join 

us. Let Margaret know.  

 

The Annual Congregational Meeting will follow the 

service on May 21.  It is another opportunity to 

practice a meaningful experience passed to us by our 

ancestors, namely, the practice of pure 

democracy.  Thomas Jefferson’s writing about 

democracy in the 1760’s and 70’s were inspired, in 

part, by the Cambridge Platform, the agreement made 

by the Congregationalists of New England in 1636 

(which included us at the time) to practice church life 

(congregational polity) through a one person one vote 

process.   No top down leadership, instead 

governance by sacred agreement (covenant) to make 

decisions through friendly, respectful debate to reach  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

decisions that reflect the spirit of the 

congregation.  That remains our goal today. 

 

There are worries that abound right now about the 

state of the world.  May we pray and act to make a 

difference in that world that needs us. 

Peace, 

Barry 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

JOINING CEREMONY  

Led by Rev Bloom  

There will be a joining ceremony during the May 7 

service.  All of you who have “signed the book”, but 

not yet been through the ceremony, please come and 

participate.  We want to formally welcome you to 

UUCG.  All brand new members also please 

come.  Please contact Margaret via email or call 

and let her know if you are able to be present.  We 

are excited for all of you to join us! 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Barry Bloom’s Reflections 



 
 

 

Rev. Barry Bloom  

revbarrybloom@gmail.com or 303 273-9908 

Office Manager Margaret Chiniquy:  
officemanager@greeleyuuc.org  
Treasurer Erika Coan: 
eacoan@gmail.com  

Contact Margaret Chiniquy with any care or 

concerns at 970-351-6751. 

 
 
 
Board Blurb 
The board met on April 9th. With Margaret's help, we 
are compiling a list of those areas in which the 
members are offering their time and talents; along with 
their pledges. Planning for the Annual 
Congregational Meeting on May 21st, directly after 
the service, was the main focus. You will be receiving 
information on the budget and the slate of officers 
soon. 
 
Pledge Drive 
We are trying to wrap things up, so please turn in 
your pledge form...Either in person when the 
Office is open Monday- Thursday 10-Noon, 
or Friday from 1- 3pm. Or mail it. If you need a 
pledge form please contact Margaret in the Office. 
 
 
 

Pat Raff 3 
Tom Woodrum 9 

Rev. Barry Bloom 10 
Montana Chiniquy 18 

Sylvia Falconer 20 
   Charlas Odendhal  22 

 

 
If we forgot your May Birthday, please let us know- we 
would love to add yours to the list! Send an email to 

office_manager@greeleyuuc.org. Birthdays are 
celebrated every first Sunday with cake.  

 

 

 

The standing ministry group meetings are as  

follows:  

Worship Ministry- First Tuesdays 5:30-6:45pm 

Social Change Ministry- Suspended until further 

notice  

Spiritual Stimulation & Support Group- 2nd & 4th 

Tuesday @ 7pm 

Board of Trustees- Third Sundays 1:15-3:15pm  

Religious Education Ministry- To Be Announced  

Annual Congregational Meeting May 21  

 
 
 
 
LGBTQ+ Family Matters: There will be an adult 
support group for LGBTQ+ Community, Significant 
Others, parents, family members, and allies. This 
group will be held on the First and Third Mondays 
from 6:30-8:30pm at UUCG! Facilitated by Julie Miller.  
 
Spiritual Stimulation and Support Group 
CONTINUES 
Our 2nd & 4th Tuesday evenings Spiritual 
Stimulation and Support Group continues to meet from 
7:00 to 8:00pm in the church sanctuary for sharing 
and caring.  We've had a good group with lots of 
sharing!  The group continues to evolve according to 
the desires/needs of those present each evening.  So 
far, we've shared about our UU faith in general, done 
a "show and tell" of objects significant to our life 
journey, shared about books or other readings we find 
significant, and about people who have provided 
inspiration to us as we walk this road called life.  
Each night is a stand-alone event where anyone is 
welcome to join, even if you are only available for the 
one single evening.  Each group is different depending 
on who shows up, and their needs for stimulation 
and/or support.  We strive to honor one another's life 
path, experiences, and perspectives.  We share from 
the heart, and open ourselves to listen fully to one 
another with compassion.  What is shared in the 
group, stays in the group.  Watch our weekly 
announcements for the theme for each meeting. 
Please contact facilitator Marcia Free 
(Marcia.mae.free@gmail.com) for more information, or 
IF YOU NEED CHILDCARE so we can plan ahead for 
that. 
 
May 17th & 18th “Workshop on Wellness” by 
Colorado Mental Wellness Network in Partnership 
with NAMI of Weld County 9am – 3:30pm  
Join us on May 17th to create or update a written 
wellness plan. This fun and interactive workshop will 
help you take charge and be intentional about 

Contacting UUCG Staff and Board  

Happy Birthday! 

Lead and Manage Mindfully 

Board News 

Gather in a Caring Community 

mailto:revbarrybloom@gmail.com
tel:303%20273-9908
mailto:office_manager@greeleyuuc.org
mailto:eacoan@gmail.com
mailto:office_manager@greeleyuuc.org


 
wellness. Wellness planning addresses all areas of 
our lives: Physical, mental, emotional, social, and 
spiritual. Join us May 18th for Strength Perspective & 
Trauma Informed Practice Workshop. This workshop 
is for Peer Specialists, peer coaches, patient 
navigators, community health workers, case managers 
and any other community members supporting others 
with wellness issues. Workshops are FREE to the 
public, and lunch is provided on both days! 
Registration is required. To register email: 
Joann@coloradomentalwellnessnetwork.org or 
register through EvenBrite. Or call 720-842-9222 with 
question. 
 

 
 
 
 
Youth Religious Education- 
Jill Koenig, RE Coordinatorr 
Aloudra Vera, RE Assistant 
 
 
May 7-    Principle #7-We care for Earth's lifeboat. 
May 14-  Mother's Day Famous UU-Julia Ward Howe 
May 21-  Celebration of our church. 
May 28-  Start Summer RE- Play day. 
 
 
The Easter Egg Hunt was a hit!  
Thanks to all the volunteers! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Gratitude from Outgoing Coffee Chairperson, 
Dianne Culver 

It has been a real pleasure organizing the coffee 
schedule and managing the kitchen for the past 
several years. The most enjoyable part was working 
with the incredible, dedicated volunteers that stepped 
up to the task of setting up, preparing the coffee, 

providing the treats and cleaning up after the coffee 
hour. Thanks so much to the following volunteers that 
have been on the schedule for the past 4 months: 
Josette Schaffer, Kathy Wise, Eulice Kogovsek, 
Denise Pearson, Rosemary Edmiston, Ana Schultz, 
Erika, John and Dain Coan, Dennis Francen, Jim 
Shearer. Thanks also, to Shelly Gaza for helping Ana 
out on Easter Sunday and Jean Thomas for helping 
me out the last two weeks of April. Kudos, to all! 
 

 
Taking Nominations for Share the Plate 
The Social Justice Committee would like your 
recommendations for Share the Plate.  We wish to 
share our generosity with organizations that promote 
social justice, health or welfare of the people of 
Greeley.  If you have suggestions, you may contact 
either Ana Schultz, Adele Delsavio, Karen Clugston or 
Hollis Berendt. 
 
Grocery Certificate Volunteers Needed!  

The grocery certificate service provides added 

revenue for the church, and works closely with the 

UUCG Treasurer and Board. Volunteers need to 

contact Margaret in the Church Office.  

 

 

 
 
 

 
SHOP FIRST AT UUCG Scrip and Grocery cards are 

an easy way to support UUCG by 
purchasing cards for items you 
already plan to buy. You buy 
the card and receive the full face 
value and the church receives a 
rebate directly from the 
merchant. The rebates range 
from 2% to 16% and they all add 

up. King Soopers cards can be refilled at the store 
which means you can use your credit card for your 
purchase and get those mileage points we know you 
love! How can you help make this program a success? 

 Use your grocery card to fill your gas tank and 
your prescriptions! 

Giving in Gratitude  

Grow In Spirit 



 

 Buy scrip cards for merchants you always 
frequent. 

 Use scrip cards for teacher gifts or for school 
supplies.  

 Special order cards for large purchases, 
appliances, or computers.  

 Scrip Cards fit nicely in a birthday or anniversary 
card. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reviving the UUCG Birthday Fund 

Our first UU Principle affirms “the inherent worth and 
dignity of every person.”  This means that, “It’s a 
blessing you were born,” as the catchy song we sing 
says!  Blessings lead to gratitude, and the privilege of 
“paying it forward.”  We say in our service each week, 
“we are blessed, and so we are called to be a 
blessing.” 
 
Have you recently been blessed with another year of 
life?  Have you been blessed by someone else’s 
life?  Either way, the tradition of the UUCG Birthday 
Fund offers an opportunity to bless UUCG with an 
amount of money equal to the number of years of life 
(your own, or that of a person who has blessed you 
with their presence).   
 
Our seventh UU Principle affirms “respect for the 
interdependent web of all existence of which we are a 
part.”  Maybe you would like to contribute in honor of 
another year in the life of your beloved pet, a beloved 
tree/river/garden, or some other way to honor the 
interdependent web of life? 
 
Maybe you would like to honor the loss of a life you 
held dear (person, animal or nature)? 
 
Maybe you would like to begin teaching your children 
about honoring the gift of life, UU principles, 
generosity, paying it forward, etc. by helping them 
contribute on their birthdays, or that of a pet or another 
part of the interdependent web when you are out in 
nature? 
 
Simply write a check with “birthday fund” in the memo, 
or place cash in an envelope with “birthday fund” 
written on the outside.  Each month as we report in the 
Unifax how much money we’ve taken in with pledges 

and offerings in the plate, we will also report how 
much we’ve taken in for our Birthday Fund. 
 
Please help us revive this UUCG tradition which 
reminds us of the quote by Albert Schweitzer, “What 
we call love is in its essence reverence for life. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don't forget to refill your King Soopers 

Cards.  The church receives 5% of your 

purchase. Buy grocery cards for on 

Sunday's for Sprouts 5% and Safeway 4%. 

Ask Hollis about all of the other gift cards 
available that are purchased about every 6 
weeks but orders can be taken at any time. 

 
 

 



 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
LGBTQ+ 
630pm – 

830pm 

                            2 
Worship Ministry 
Meeting 530pm                

3                                4 
1230pm Mah Jong 
 
 
 

                        5 
 

 

6 
 

7 
Service  10am 

 
Joining 

Ceremony 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
Spiritual 
Stimulation & 
Support Group 
7pm 

10 
 

11 
1230pm Mah Jong 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Service 10AM 
 
 
 
Mother’s Day 

15 
LGBTQ+ 
630pm-
830pm 

16 
 
Staff Timesheets 
Due 12PM 
 
 

17 
Workshop on 
Wellness & 
Trauma 8am -
430pm 
 
Choir 
Rehearsal 
7pm 

18 
Unifax Submissions 
Due 
 
1230 pm Mah Jong 
 
Book Cub @ Your 
Place Coffee 1pm 
 
Workshop on 
Wellness & Trauma 
8am -430pm 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
Service 10AM 
 
Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting  
 
 

22 
 

23 
Chalice Arts 7pm 
 
Spiritual 
Stimulation & 
Support Group 
7pm 

24 
 

25 
1230pm Mah Jong 
 
 

26 
  

27 

 

28 
Service 10AM 
 

29 
Memorial 
Day 

30 
 
 
 
 

31    

  
 

   NA meets 
Thursdays 6:30PM 

Iglesia 
Apostolica 
Church Use 
every Friday 
7pm and Sunday 
1pm  

 
 


