
 

 

Join us for Sunday Services at 10:00am 
Childcare for babies and toddlers will be provided 

every Sunday during services.  
Find out more at  

www.greeleyuuc.org 
or 

find us on Facebook 
 
 
 
Annual Congregational Meeting May 20th. 11:30AM-
1:30 PM.  Please bring a side dish.  We will be voting 
on our budget.  See you there! 
 

 
 
May 6th- “Leaning into the Poetry of Mary Oliver” 
Rev. Barry Bloom 
From the most casual descriptions of daily life, to 
profound insights into the human condition, Mary 
Oliver has been lending us her great mind and 
vulnerable emotions for many years.  She, more 
than any writer these last 50 years or so, has led us 
into the bosom of nature. 
Has led us to see light and life in new ways.  We 
welcome her voice this day.  May we leave better 
knowing what we want to do with our “one wild and 
precious” lives. 
RE: Chapel / Story of All Ages 
 
May 13th- “Are You My Mother?”  
Julie Miller 
 We examine our own definitions of mothering and 
come together to honor someone who may have 
played that role in our lives.  Often, our definitions 

have been formed from experiences with our own 
parents, communities, and culture. Some small group 
discussion time will allow participants to share their 
stories.  Participants are encouraged to bring photos 
of whom they may want to honor on this day as we 
celebrate what mothering may mean to each of us. 
RE: Principal #5 Yertle The Turtle 
 
 
May 20th- “The Wit and Wisdom of Robert 
Fulghum” 
Rev. Barry Bloom 
There are few people among us with more wit and 
common sense than “Bob.”  He is/was a UU 
minister in the Pacific Northwest, living in a 
houseboat, finally settling into his truest ministry, 
writing.  His books, beginning with, “All I Really 
Need to know I Learned in Kindergarten,” are truly 
funny, but funny wise.  The way you would expect a 
good UU minister to write.  So come to enjoy his 
creativity, his singular goofy vision, and let us bring 
some much needed balance into our world with 
laughter. 
RE: Principal # 6 & 7 Mother Mawu Wants Peace 
Annual Congregational Meeting following the 
service. 
 
 
May 27th- “Informal Service” 
Social Justice Group 
May 27th; Social Justice Ministry has been 
administering the Bare Necessities project.  Today we 
will learn about homelessness in Weld County, hear 
stories, sing songs and fill individual bags to give to 
those in need.  We Hope to See you there! 
RE: Work With Adults On Social Justice Project 
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Now that there have been a few balmy days it 
really feels like spring has arrived.  Yet, there is 
always the omnipresent cool/cold breeze or, at 
times, crashing winds that smack us out of our 
spring reverie.  Then it’s balmy again…. for a day!  
Springtime in Colorado!  Mostly we need the 
warmth to thaw out our minds, bodies, and 
spirits.  To bring us back to a kind of aliveness 
that is hard to generate in cold times.  I hope that 
is happening for you all. For the month of May the 
service theme is creativity.  How lovely.  It invites 
us to think/act creatively certainly, and it serves 
as the “smack” I related above.  Because, 
Creativity can bring awareness, wakefulness, self-
knowledge, celebration, and joy.  Acts of creativity 
loosen up our perception, our consciousness of 
who we are.  It can spread our wings.  It certainly 
can dig us out of our ruts, overnight. So, I looked 
at this as an opportunity to celebrate creativity by 
getting to know two people who are deeply 
creative in the services I am leading in May.  The 
first, the Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award 
winning poet, Mary Oliver. The second, Unitarian-
Universalist Minister and Author, Robert 
Fulghum.  I don’t know of any more original 
thinking creative people than these two.   
They could hardly be more different.  One, a small 
New England woman who walks the beaches and 
fields of Cape Cod, MA finding the grist for her 
poetry mill.  The other a robust man, a Westerner, 
living near or on the Pacific coast.  Oliver, a shy 
introvert.  Fulghum more outgoing, or a least 
seeming like an extrovert, even though we UU 
minster’s can fool you about that.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We have conducted interviews of our candidates 
and are putting the closing touches on the pledge 
drive. We have been fortunate to have such 
qualified and talented candidates. The journey 
started last year when you put your new BOT in 
place and we've been keeping our nose to the 
grindstone to ensure we adhere to our Ministerial 
Search timelines and we have done an 
exceptional job, in addition to working as a team, 
albeit very short handed. When you see your 
board members, Sharlene Meydell, Kathy 
Vaughn, and Kathy Wise, please thank them for 
their generous time for working on this process. 
Of course, feel free to grab me for a chat anytime, 
as well. We are preparing the proposed budget 
for the Congregational Meeting that will be 
held May 20th, 2018 after our usual morning 
service. Please do plan on attending.  You will 
find more information about the upcoming 
meeting elsewhere in this Unifax. Members and 
friends are strongly encouraged to attend and 
please bring a side dish.  Come hungry and ready 
to work.  It's hard for me to believe we have 
nearly come one more circle round the sun since 
last May.  The challenges have been many, but 
we are so very thankful for your generous 
contributions of time, talent, energy, and financial 
resources.  In the coming year I encourage you to 
demand greatness, use your "one word" that you 
have for the new year, and help us grow as a 
church and community resource for not only 
Greeley, but the many many places our work 
reaches locally, throughout the state, and 
internationally.  We have heard very positive 
comments about UUCG recently from a number 
of members of the Greeley community at large - 
something of which I and your board are very 
proud.  I have a rock on which I painted the 
slogan, "May I have the strength and 
determination of a weed."  I am reminded of that 
every Spring when the wild elms start the 
incessant battle with me for control of our back 
yard.  They are a hardy lot, those elms, as are we 
- UUCG. 

Rev. Barry Bloom’s Reflections Board News 



 
Treasurer’s Report for April 1st, 2018 
Banking as of April 1st 2018 
Savings (statements are quarterly)    $38003.33 
Checking as of March 1, 2018              $  4538.29 
Deposits (March 2018)     $  5560.35 
Expenses (Mar 2018)                            $  5601.19 
Ending Checking Balance                     $   4497.45  
Total Monies (March 2018)                    $42500.78 
Sharlene Meydell, Treasurer 
 
 
 
Rev. Barry Bloom  
revbarrybloom@gmail.com or 303 273-9908 
Office Manager Margaret Chiniquy:  
officemanager@greeleyuuc.org  
Treasurer Sharlene Meydell  
smshardesign@gmail.com 
Board President: Julie Miller  
jmilleruucg@gmail.com 
Vice President: Kathy Vaughn 
Kathy.jinka@gmail.com 

Contact Julie Miller at jmilleruucg@gmail.com or 
Margaret Chiniquy with any care or concerns at 970-
351-6751. 
 
 
 

Spring Clean Up  
Spring has Sprung and its time to 
make our church look good on the 
outside too! Please Join us and 
our renters Igleasia Apostolica for 
our annual Spring Clean up! We 
have a lot to do so bring your 

work gloves and your can do spirit! UUCG Will provide 
the coffee and doughnuts! 
 
 
 
 

The standing ministry group meetings are as  
follows:  
Social justice Group- Second Tues of the Month @ 
9:30am. 
Board of Trustees- Third Sun. 11:15am-1:15pm 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Youth Religious 
Education- 
Miles Holcomb, RE 
Coordinator 
We continue learning our 
seven UU Principles. We 
are discovering ways to 

express Principles in our own words.  
 
May 6-    Chapel – Story for ALL Ages 
May 13-  Principal 5- Yertle The Turtle 
May 20-  Principal # 6 & 7- “Mother Mawu Wants       
               Peace” 
May 27-  Work with Adults on Social Justice Project  
 

Rainbow Principals: 
#1 Red – Respect everyone 
#2 Orange – Offer fair and kind treatment to all 
#3 Yellow – Yearn to learn throughout your life 
#4 Green – Grow in spirit and in mind 
#5 Blue – Believe in my ideas and act on them 
#6 Indigo – Insist on a fair and peaceful world 
#7 Violet – Value our connection to all life 
 
The Easter Egg Hunt was a hit, Pictures on Last 
Page. Thank You to all the volunteers! 
 

 
Garage Sale 
Now is your time to go through your 
things and make a donation of your 
unwanted treasures to the UUCG for our 

Garage Sale! May 18th and 19th, 2018.  
 
 
 
 

Pat Raff - 3 
Tom Woodrum - 9 
Rev. Barry Bloom -10 
Adele Del Savio - 15 
Montana Chiniquy -18 
Sylvia Falconer - 20 
Charlas Odendhal - 22 

 
If we forgot your May 
Birthday, please let us 

know- we would love to add yours to the list! Send an 
email to office_manager@greeleyuuc.org. Birthdays 

are celebrated every first Sunday with cake.  
 
 
 
 

Contacting UUCG Staff and Board  

Happy Birthday! 

Grow In Spirit 

Lead and Manage Mindfully 

Gather in a Caring Community 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
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SHOP FIRST AT UUCG Scrip and Grocery cards are 

an easy way to support UUCG by 
purchasing cards for items you 
already plan to buy. You buy 
the card and receive the full face 
value and the church receives a 
rebate directly from the 
merchant. The rebates range 
from 2% to 16% and they all add 

up. King Soopers cards can be refilled at the store 
which means you can use your credit card for your 
purchase and get those mileage points we know you 
love! How can you help make this program a success? 

• Use your grocery card to fill your gas tank and 
your prescriptions! 

• Buy scrip cards for merchants you always 
frequent. 

• Use scrip cards for teacher gifts or for school 
supplies.  

• Special order cards for large purchases, 
appliances, or computers.  

• Scrip Cards fit nicely in a birthday or anniversary 
card. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reviving the UUCG Birthday Fund 

Our first UU Principle affirms “the inherent worth and 
dignity of every person.”  This means that, “It’s a 
blessing you were born,” as the catchy song we sing 
says!  Blessings lead to gratitude, and the privilege of 
“paying it forward.”  We say in our service each week, 
“we are blessed, and so we are called to be a 
blessing.” 
 
Have you recently been blessed with another year of 
life?  Have you been blessed by someone else’s 
life?  Either way, the tradition of the UUCG Birthday 
Fund offers an opportunity to bless UUCG with an 
amount of money equal to the number of years of life 
(your own, or that of a person who has blessed you 
with their presence).   
 
Our seventh UU Principle affirms “respect for the 
interdependent web of all existence of which we are a 
part.”  Maybe you would like to contribute in honor of 
another year in the life of your beloved pet, a beloved 

tree/river/garden, or some other way to honor the 
interdependent web of life? 
 
Maybe you would like to honor the loss of a life you 
held dear (person, animal or nature)? 
 
Maybe you would like to begin teaching your children 
about honoring the gift of life, UU principles, 
generosity, paying it forward, etc. by helping them 
contribute on their birthdays, or that of a pet or another 
part of the interdependent web when you are out in 
nature? 
 
Simply write a check with “birthday fund” in the memo, 
or place cash in an envelope with “birthday fund” 
written on the outside.  Each month as we report in the 
Unifax how much money we’ve taken in with pledges 
and offerings in the plate, we will also report how 
much we’ve taken in for our Birthday Fund. 
 
Please help us revive this UUCG tradition which 
reminds us of the quote by Albert Schweitzer, “What 
we call love is in its essence reverence for life. 
 

 
 

 
 
Please Recycle 
Have you Noticed Our (2) Blue Recycling Bins in 
the Church?  One is located by the North 
Entrance under our information station. The other 
is located in the Barbara Bowles Room by the 
East entrance. 
 
 

Fresh Farm Eggs For Sale 
Kathy Vaughn owns "Happy Chickens" Laying 
Fresh Farm Eggs! Those eggs can be found in 
the Fridge at the UUCG for $3.00 a carton. There 
is an envelope provided for your convenience! 
  
 
Donation Needed 
Our Sand box is in need of some TLC! We could 
also use some sand and a sandbox cover. If you 
think you can help with this please talk to Kathy 
Vaughn, Margaret in the office or Julie Miller. 
Thank You! 
 
 

Giving in Gratitude  

Don't forget to refill your King Soopers 
Cards.  The church receives 5% of your 

purchase. Buy grocery cards for on 
Sunday's for Sprouts 5% and Safeway 4%. 

Ask Hollis about all of the other gift cards 
available that are purchased about every 6 
weeks but orders can be taken at any time. 

 
 

 

Congregants Corner 



 
Coffee 
We use Equal Exchange Fairly Traded 
coffee and most teas. A portion of our 
purchase helps fund the Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee, our UU 
outreach service organization. Equal 
Exchange trades fairly and directly with 

40 small-scale farmer cooperatives worldwide. In The 
future look for our donation jar and help us support 
those who support others! 

 
 

 
Landscaping Committee 
Did you know that we use thousands of dollars of 
water at UUCG?  And the majority of it goes toward 
watering our grass?  We can do better. It has been 
recommended we consider xeriscaping at least part of 
our lawn area.  Are you interested in our landscaping 
and making a difference in our water consumption?  
Do you want to help us conserve our natural 
resources, including our precious Colorado water?  If 
so, consider becoming a part of our Landscaping 
Committee.  Please contact Julie Miller, (an avid 
xeriscape person.)  by the May 20th Congregational 
Meeting.  
 
 
Reverend Bloom Farewell 
Please put June 3rd on your calendars as we will be 
doing a formal farewell for Reverend Barry Bloom.  He 
will be back briefly in August, but not for long, so we 
have put together a special service to honor him 
on June 3rd.  Mark your calendars! 
 
 
Who Wants a Howlin’ UU Vacation?  

Then register to attend the Western Unitarian 
Universalist Life Festival aka WUULF, at the Ghost 
Ranch in beautiful northern New Mexico, June 18-24. 
The theme for this year is “Letting Go in the Desert.” 
Letting Go is all about freeing the mind, body, and 
spirt and opening ourselves up to new experiences. 
Get ready for fun! Let Go of your inhibitions and let go 
of your fear! It’s time to let loose! No experience 
required. Learn about the Free Speech Movement’s 
effects on the counterculture, Race and Racism in the 
New Millennium: The Economic Impact of 
Unconscious Bias. If you have school age kids, 
WUULF is a fantastic opportunity to spend time as a 
family, and also enjoy some grown-up time while the 
young ones are in their own programs. Registration is 
now open for WUULF 2018 and will remain open until 
May 1 or until camp fills. Scholarships are available. 
Check out our website WUULF.org for more 

information and registration forms. Please feel free to 
contact Jane Everham/Fort Collins if you have 
questions at jeverham@frii.com or 970-222-9709. 

 

Remembering Judith Meyers, a longtime, 
dedicated UU member of Greeley- 

Judith died 2 years ago this coming June. For those of 
you that never had the opportunity to know her, let us 
that did, share some highlights of this incredible 
woman. 

She spent her life using art to inspire and educate 
others. Judith’s art took a variety of forms, including 
paper cuts, watercolors, calligraphy, puppetry and 
quilting. 

She used her art to provide a voice for feminism, to 
fight for social justice and to protest war and 
environmental destruction. She was a mentor and 
beacon of light to many. 

Liza, her daughter, recently gifted to our church 
Judith’s upright piano, including funds to tune and care 
for it.  She also bestowed to us 3 pieces of Judith’s art 
that had been admired by our congregation, making 
prints and having them framed. 

With gratitude we accept these meaningful gifts 
from Judith’s family! 

 

 
 
 
Bunin' Biscuit Jubilee Pledge Dinner: 
Thanks to Ron Chiniquy, "The BBQ King" and 
Julie Miller for their donations of chicken and 
burgers. 
 
Thank you, Kathy and Jim Vaughn, for hauling the 
straw bales to lend authenticity to our historic 
barn setting. (Didn't those barn windows look 
real?) 
 
Thanks to: Margaret, Deandra Eubanks, Keila 
Cason, and all the parents for the wonderful 
Easter Egg hunt for our UUCG kiddos! (Pictures 
on last page!) 
 
Thank you, Kathy Vaughn, Kathy Wise and 
Margaret Chiniquy for providing the Workshop 
luncheon. 

Upcoming Events 

Thank YOU 

Remembering Judith Meyers 



 
 
Thank you, Bill and Jean Thomas for their 
donation to the AV department of our new 
amazing mobile microphone. 
 
Thank you to Jim Shearer, Josette Schaffer, 
Dianne & Andy Culver for all your extra efforts at 
OUR Church. You are appreciated!! 
 
Thank you, Sharlene Meydell for the NEW seat 
covers in the office! Our chairs never looked so 
Good!  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Easter Egg Hunt 2018 


