Join us for Sunday Services at 10:00am
Childcare for babies and toddlers will be provided
every Sunday during services.
Find out more at
www.greeleyuuc.org
or
Like us on Facebook

January Theme: Choice
The month of January our theme is Choice. Many of us
have adopted the tradition of making resolutions for the
New Year. This practice is an affirmation of the belief that
we are free to choose how we live our lives, what we
aspire to and how we intend to be something different in
this world. The world is not perfect, but we have it within
our power to make it more perfect. Our explorations on
Sunday will help us define what choice means to a
Unitarian Universalist community and what is so important
about choice when it comes to living deeply, growing
spiritually, and helping to heal the world.

Reverend Aaron Norris: minister@greeleyuuc.org
Board President, Julie Miller: jmilleruucg@gmail.com
Board Vice President
Board Treasurer, Kathy Vaughn Kathy.jinka@gmail.com
Board Member At Large, Sharlene Meydell
smahrdesign@gmail.com
Board Member at Large Janelle Helling
janelle.helling@gmail.com
Board Secretary, Josette Bond josettebond@outlook.com

January 5- One Word - Julie Miller
As we begin the New Year 2020
January 12- “Choice: The Magic in Magic Realism” - Rev.
Aaron Norris
As an undergraduate English major, Rev. Norris first
learned about the genre Magic Realism. To this day, he still
calls Gabriel García Márquez’s “One Hundred Years of
Solitude” the most beautiful book he’s ever read. Magic
Realism changed the way Rev. Norris saw the world; Will it
do the same for you?
January- 19- “Choice: What Justice Means” -Rev. Aaron
Norris The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Service One of the
very special Sundays in the Unitarian UNiversalist Calendar
is MLK Weekend. As a justice centered people, the
weekend when we celebrate this icon of racial justice is a
high holiday. Rev. Norris will reflect on how choice and
justice are essential to one another.
January 26 -Ana Schultz

Friends,
Happy New Year! I am so thankful for everyone who
participated in our events in the month of December and
all of the community events, faith development activities,
collections we sponsored, and other life of this church from
the water communion up through the fall. Looking
forward, I am so excited about the possibilities,
opportunities and plans we have in store. I was happy to

see so many faces lit up by candlelight at our Christmas Eve
Holiday service. I hope that the new year renews your
amazing spirits that I see on SUnday and during the week
and brings many new blessings - both expected and
unexpected - throughout the coming year.
Winter is now full upon us. I don’t need to remind myself
when I come into the church to look at the old Germanic
rune for winter sewn on our banner in the entry; nor wait
to see if the snow piled up around rosebush out front that
still hasn’t melted away; nor miss seeing the sun who went
down long before I got in my car to drive back home. I feel
winter in my very being.
Some folks tell me that it is a depressing time of year, but I
really don’t find it that way. It reminds me of the darkness
of the womb. I am thankful for those who have come
before me and all the work we have done in the preceding
months to be safe and warm. (Thanks to the congregation
for getting the roof secured and to the board for getting
the furnace fixed!) And I wait in expectancy for the things
that come next. The things that are planned - like the
Women’s March and the MLK parade, like the screening of
"Herstory: The Visionary Life of Lydia Ruyle and the
Banners of the Divine Feminine" with Lydia’s banners
decorating our sanctuary this month - and those unplanned
or just beginning to be planned -like a special speaker in
February and blessings of spring that surely will arise as we
use this winter wisely.
Our theme this month is Choice, which is a challenging
theme to start the year out with. It recognizes that we are
all endowed with freedom of will. Not that we may or may
not be entirely without destiny - I know many Unitarian
Universalists with varying opinions on that topic - but that
part of what makes us special in religious terms is that we
have input on what the outcome of our lives and world will
be. The future is not written. The future is something of a
decision to be made. Depending on how solid we feel in
our meaning making enterprise, this can be an empowering
notion, a daunting notion, or a scary notion. Choices that
we previously made have begun to lay out our reaction to
our current circumstances. And yet, freedom of will means
that we are not wholly wedded to those past choices
either. At a time when people choose to reward or
condemn themselves based on past new years resolutions,
and to go back to making new new year’s resolutions, we
are going to celebrate this month the opportunities we
have to make resolutions, evaluate them, discard them and
recommit to them.

One of the acts of choice is the affirmation of covenant. In
the month of January, the board and I decided that we
wanted to publicly affirm and deepen through a public
covenant the relationship between the ministry and
congregational leadership in a short ceremony during the
January 12 service this month and that is an event this
Winter season I am certainly
looking forward to. I hope
you will be there.
I am looking forward to this
month of January with an
open heart and to the months
that follow! I hope you are as
well!
Yours in Faith and Fellowship,
Rev. Aaron Norris

At our December Board of Trustees meeting, I was
reminded of light - the light we give to each other that
makes our community brighter, not only as a Board, but as
individuals. The Solstice reminds me of how much light is
such an import part of giving my life meaning, maybe it's
the same for you. I am often reminded of the story of the
Church of the Lighted Lanterns I discovered so many years
ago. It's a story about how churches were warmed and
filled with light by the congregants, long before electricity,
and how it was colder and less bright without each one.
And so it is at UUCG, today, even with electricity. Our light
shines, as does your light - the members and friends of
UUCG. We are the church of the lighted lanterns or so it
continues with the lights of our dedicated volunteers and
staff that make a difference not only in the Greeley
Community at large, but the world, as well. As 2019 draws
to a close, I look back on all that we have accomplished,
not only as a Board, but as a FELLOWSHIP. We have had an
increase in attendance and membership, we've lived
generously through donations to children, families, elders,
veterans, immigrants & refugees, people with homes,
people without homes, children and families without
countries, wildlife, pets, the earth, and we are blessed with
a new roof, we made history at Denver PRIDE, we've had
future artists decorate our walls, and we've decorated the
world with our signs and our words for those who may not

have a voice, just to mention a few. We have done all of
these things in FELLOWSHIP as a Board with you. We
continue to work on the usual tasks - the utilities, the
budget (always a challenge), the building, including
replacing some badly needed plumbing, and we hope to
have some speakers lined up for next year, along with
some marketing strategies put into place. As we close out
this year, I hope you, along with me, take a moment, if only
a moment to breathe in all that we have done in fellowship
and covenant to make the world a better place because
love IS the spirit of this church and service its law. Of
course, I would be remiss if I didn't mention that we do
need to look forward to what lies ahead of us in the coming
year. The church is in need of repair, as are our pews, the
paint, carpet, the door hydraulics many things are worn and need
replacing. So, we need to keep on task
in the coming year, too, as a Board and
as a Congregation to ensure we are
maintaining our voice in the
community. Come dream with us.
Come work with us, this Fellowship of
Free Minds.
Julie Miller
A Note from your BOT President
By the time you read this, we will have entered yet another
decade, which I find entirely too amazing to believe at
times. The strange thing about the start of the 2020 New
Year, is that my mind can't seem to grasp it's not an
announcement of the news program with Barbara Walters
- "I'm Barbara Walters and this is 2020." Of course, I
realize I am dating myself, but I'm really comfortable with
that. She had this strong assured presence as she would
say that. No matter the story, she looked poised and proud
to be a part of that legacy. Barbara was with the program
for 25 years and I was an avid fan of the show, so I am
working on rewiring my brain to stop replaying that
statement every time I hear "this is 2020" and find a way to
stop looking for Barbara Walters. More than anything, I
am reminded of the legacy that UUCG has become, not at
all unlike "2020". UUCG is a household word for many of
us and will be for generations to come. Our Holiday
Service on Christmas Eve was delightful. If you missed it,
we had over 50 people in attendance, the choir sang, we
had percussionists, a guitarists, guests and visitors from a
number of places, wassail, snacks, and of course

candlelight as we sang our traditional Silent Night. If you
were not in attendance, you certainly were in our thoughts
as we celebrated the arrival of children in the year - those
who will carry our legacy forward. As Worship Associate, I
got to see the candlelight throughout the Sanctuary from
the area of the Chalice at the front of the church. To say it
was deeply moving, really can not capture my emotions as I
stood there looking into that sea of faces. Each one of
those lights is now a part of our legacy of our community
and to each other and that to me is the good news as we
start the beginning of this year, yet another decade on the
horizon. I get very excited to think about what lay ahead
for us as a congregation with our growth (and we are
growing), new faces and members, and solid leadership
and minister. As I think about that news show from my
memory, I am working on replacing that old statement
with, "This is UUCG! This is OUR 2020!" Join me as we look
forward to the upcoming year and all that awaits us.

Treasurer's Report- November
2019
Income $ 6,129.33
Expenses $ 5,161.56
Checking balance $ 7,043.19
Savings balance $ 33,078.93

Youth Religious
Education
Teachers: Claire
Metuselum and Kathy
Vaughn We start the
New Year with a month
of Spiritual Practice.
January  Dates
January 5- Soul Collage
January 12- Yoga
January 19- Chapel on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
January 26- Music

January Special Activities
Jan. 5th  - One Word for the New Year as we begin 2020

January 12th Covenant Ceremony
Our monthly theme for January is Choice. You may hold a
faith as a Bhuddist, Humanist, Christian, Jewish, Pagan,
Skeptic, or any one of the many belief systems of the
people who walk through our doors, because as the sign
says, "We are a Fellowship of Free Minds". So, many of us
are Unitarian Universalists by choice. Please plan on
attending our covenant ceremony with Reverend Aaron
Norris on Sunday, January 12th as we celebrate what it
means to be in covenant with each other.

Special Event: Herstory: The Visionary Life of Lydia
Ruyle January 25th at 7pm

A special showing of the film about Lydia Ruyle’s life.
A friend of the Church and local artist, she created over 300
banners of the divine feminine that have traveled all over
the world. Invite your friends to this event. We will have
twenty of Lydia’s banners hanging in our Sanctuary.

Chalice Arts
The banners by Lydia Ruyle. The banners will be hung at
the end of December and stay up through February 9th.
These large images of the divine feminine will encircle our
space.
Faith Flags Growing

Please take the time to peruse our Faith Flags
Notebook located near the name tags on the
credenza. Take time to read the story behind each
faith flag - it's creator and the meaning behind the
flag. We have several in the works, so please do
consider adding to
our collection
when you are
ready. We will be
occasionally
featuring one of
our faith flags on
our Facebook
Page, as well. So
far, we have had
people of all ages
contribute to our
work in progress,
as well as

contributors from out of state. We have had people
utilize t-shirts, quilting, and a variety of materials to
create their flags. Remember, it's about you and our
faiths are just as unique as all of us. We do have
material and painting kits available at the church, if
you would like to utilize them. The kits can be lent
out for two weeks at a time and we have 2 currently
available (thank you, Julie Miller for the donation)
otherwise, please feel free to create your own. If you
are mailing it to us, please do include your name, age,
and what the creation means to you. This will be
posted in our notebook for future reference and years
to come. I have included a Faith Flag photo from
Adele DelSavio, who now resides in Florida. She
moved to Florida and left UUCG to help care for her
young grandchildren, whose father Todd, eventually
died from a battle with cancer. She is greatly missed,
but keeps tabs on us through Facebook, as many
friends do. Our flags are all about us and our faith
community and all who have been a part of our
history are welcome to contribute to the project.
Take time to look at them and read about their
meanings in the Faith Flag Notebook each Sunday.
Doug Marek
Debbie Peyton
Olivia Vaughn
August Gaza
If we forgot your January
Birthday, please let us knowwe would love to add yours to
the list! Send an email to office_manager@greeleyuuc.org

Pathways to
Membership
This class is designed
to go over some of
the basic history of
Unitarian
Universalism. It also
helps you to better
understand our
congregation and see
how you may deepen
your involvement. It
also is a great opportunity to meet others who are new to
our church as well, but also have an interest in becoming

more involved. While it is not required for membership, I
highly recommend that you participate in this class as a
first step to considering membership. The class is offered
about once every six weeks or so and taught by our
minister, Reverend Aaron Norris. The class takes about 90
minutes and follows a service. Whether you’re a lifelong
Unitarian Universalist or this is the first time you have ever
walked into a UU Church, this is a great class to get
acquainted with the Unitarian Universalist church of
Greeley. The next class date is January 26 . Please follow
copy this link and paste to your browser to sign up:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXqa2DAtlYtI
GhhM4iFJlG8rzj-m3XqJMlyA7kvSQA_azCBQ/viewform
Women's March January 18th, 10 am, Lincoln Park
Members and friends are
encouraged to mark the
100th Anniversary of
Women's Suffrage by
attending the Women's
March this year. The
Women's March is a
woman-led movement
providing intersectional
education on a diverse
range of social justice
issues. Several members
of the church including
those who lead our social justice ministry are integral parts
of the local organizing group that hold this march. All are
welcome to attend this family friendly public witness
event. We'll need folks to carry our banners and represent
our commitment to social justice.
MLK March and Celebration January 20th, 9:15 am,
University Center
Members and friends are
invited to join Rev.
Norris as he carries our
banner to honor Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. in
the Greeley MLK march
from the University
down to Union Colony
Civic Center. We will also
have a contingent in the
parking lot of the church
who watch the first part
and can fall in with our other community members as they
pass. All are welcome to attend this family friendly public
witness event.We'll need folks to carry our banners and
represent our commitment to social justice.

Beyond the Principles: I’m UU, What Does That Mean?
January 21 - Sanctuary
Sure you’re a UU, but what does that mean? Rev. Norris
will offer a single night class talking about some of the
introductory history and thinking of Unitarian Universalism
followed up with a question and answer session.
Walk and Talks
Theological Walks with Rev. Norris will continue weather
permitting. All are welcome to join Rev. Norris on monthly
theological walks the fourth Monday of every month at
12:00 p.m. on site. The walks will be a combination of
historical tour, Socratic dialogue, walking meditation, and
community building. Each walk will be about an hour. The
topic of the walk will take into account the route chosen.
Contact Rev. Norris if you are interested or arrive at the
church at 11:40 to join him before he leaves for the walk.
January 27th, Rev. Norris will lead a walk along Sheep Draw
trail — starting at the Family FunPlex, 1501 65th Ave., and
head north and discussing Choice.

Build Your Own Theology
The Winter/Spring addition of Build Your Own Theology
courses will be starting up in February. If you are interested
in taking one of these 10 week Courses, contact Rev. Norris
for details.
Spaghetti Fundraiser coming in February

Save the date!!
On January 5th, three things will
be happening after the service.
A new Scrip order will be placed.
Assistance in registering your
King Soopers account to donate
back to UU Church of Greeley
will be available. Safeway cards will be on sale, along
with instructions on how to reload money on the card
so that UU Church of Greeley can benefit any time you
use your card.
Contact Josette if you have any questions.
Thanks for all you do, and Merry Christmas!
Josette

Thanks to all the people who
helped with the December Craft
event...Hollis and Tim Berendt,
Anne Masterson, Ana Schultz,
Josette Bond, Atulya Johnson,
Kathy Vaughn and Santa Claus. For
those who brought food..Vicki
Andersen, Patti & Joe Joyner,
Linda Burnett. Hope I didn’t leave
anyone out, it was a great event.
THANKS !!!

Above:Our congregation
enjoying the potluck after
the Stone Soup Pageant
and decorating the
sanctuary for the
holiday season
afterwards.
The Longest Night -

Winter Solstice
Service

Above: Three Wise Characters - Jim Vaughn, Rev. Norris & Board
President Julie Miller. Below Left:Kathy Vaughn and Baby Aubrie.

Haiku by Jim Vaughn
Christmas Eve service
A baby’s eyes above the pew
welcome in the world.
Pictured Right: Rev. Norris
and Board Member Sharlene
Meydell.

